


86TH CoNGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPORT 
Ist Session | 


MISS REMEDIOS VILLANUEVA 


Aveust 20, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Watter, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 7256] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 7256) for the relief of Miss Remedious Villanueva, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike out the name “Remedious” and substitute 
“Remedios”. 

On page 1, lines 4 and 5, strike out the language “section 349(a) (2) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act’ and substitute in lieu thereof 
“section 401(e) of the Nationality Act of 1940”. 

On page 1, line 11, strike out the name “‘Remedious” and substitute 
“Remedios’’. 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill for the relief of Miss Remedios 
Villanueva.” 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to restore U.S. citizenship 
to Remedios Villanueva. The bill has been amended in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Department of State and to correct 
the spelling of the beneficiary’s first name. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The beneficiary is a 34-year-old former U.S. citizen who was born 
in Hawaii. She expatriated herself by voting in Philippine elections 
in 1949. She resided in the United States as an exchange visitor from 
1953 until 1958. Her parents are citizens of the Philippines. Her 
father resides in Hawaii and her mother resides in the Philippines. 
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The pertinent facts in this case are contained in letters dated 
October 23, 1958, and June 22, 1959, from the Commissioner of 
Immigration and Naturalization to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, which read as follows: 


U.S. DeparTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C., October 23, 1958. 
Hon. EMANvEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Cuarrman: In response to your request for a report 
relative to the bill (H.R. 13771) for the relief of Miss Remedious 
Villanueva, there is attached a memorandum of information concerning 
the beneficiary. This memorandum has been prepared from the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service file relating to the beneficiary 
by the Newark, N.J., office of this Service, which has custody of that 
file. According to the records of this Service the correct spelling of the 
beneficiary’s name is Remedios Villanueva. 

The bill would provide that the beneficiary, who lost U.S. citizenship 
by taking an oath of allegiance to a foreign state, may be naturalized 
by taking prior to 1 year after the effective date of this act, before any 
court referred to in subsection (a) of section 310 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act or before any diplomatic or consular officer of the 
United States abroad, the oaths prescribed by section 337 of said act. 
It further provides that from and after naturalization, the beneficiary 
shall have the same citizenship status as that which existed 
immediately prior to its loss. 

Sincerely, 
J. M. Swina, Commissioner. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZA~= 
TION SERVICE FILE RE MISS REMEDIOUS VILLANUEVA, BENEFICIARY 
OF H.R. 13771 


The beneficiary, Miss Remedious Villanueva, whose full name is 
Remedious Miguel Villanueva, was born on November 22, 1924, in 
Honolulu, T.H. She has never married. She was taken to the 
Philippine Islands by her parents in 1928 where she completed 
elementary and high school. She also attended St. William’s College, 
a prenursing school at Laoag, from 1945 to 1947. She later graduated 
from the University of Philippines Nursing School majoring in 
graduate nursing. From 1951 to 1953 she served as a staff nurse at 
the Quezon Institute in Quezon City and from May 1953 until August 
1954 she served in the same capacity in St. Francis Hospital in 
Honolulu. Her parents are citizens of the Philippine Islands. Her 
father resides on the island of Oahu in Hawaii and her mother lives 
in the Philippine Islands. 

The beneficiary was admitted to the United States on May 8, 1953, 
as an exchange visitor, at Honolulu. After arrival on the mainland 
she continued training at St. Mary’s Hospital in Minneapolis, Minn., 
from August 1954 to August 1956. In August 1956 she assumed the 
duties of a staff nurse at the Margaret Hague Maternity Hospital in 
Jersey City, N.J., until she submitted her resignation on September 
13, 1958, to prepare for her return to the Philippines via Honolulu. 
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Miss Villanueva planned to remain in Honolulu for a month after 
her expected arrival there on October 1, 1958. She will then return 
to the Philippines, accompanied by her father, to spend the Christmas 
holidays with her mother in the family home at 141 M. H. Del Pilar 
Street, Laoag, Ilocos Norte. She expects to return to the United 
States early in 1959. 

The beneficiary, a U.S. citizen at birth, was informed by an 
American consul in the Philippines in 1953 that she had expatriated 
herself by taking an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the Philip- 

ines at the time she applied for a nurse’s license in that country. 
The committee may desire to request the Bureau of Security and 
Consular Affairs, Department of State, to secure information in 
this connection. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C., June 22, 1959. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. CuHarrman: This refers to H.R. 7256, 86th Congress, 
in behalf of Remedious Villanueva, who was also the beneficiary of 
H.R. 13771 in the 85th Congress. 

Since submitting our report of October 23, 1958, the beneficiary 
departed from the United States at Honolulu, T.H., on October 31, 
1958. 

On December 10, 1958, the beneficiary submitted an application 
for registration as a citizen of the United States to the American 
Embassy, Manila, Philippines. She later advised a relative in 
Honolulu that she had an appointment at the American Embassy, 
Manila, on May 6, 1959. The committee may desire to request the 
Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs, Department of State, to 
secure information in this connection. 

Sincerely, 
J. M. Swine, Commissioner. 


Reports from the Director of the Passport Office, Department of 
State, dated June 30, 1959, and July 20, 1959, read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D.C., June 30, 1959. 
Hon. EManvuet CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Ceutuer: Reference is made to your letter of June 24, 
1959, requesting a report on H.R. 7256, for the relief of Miss 
Remedious Villanueva. 

The files of the Passport Office show that Miss Remedious 
Villanueva applied for registration as a U.S. citizen at the American 
Embassy at Manila on December 10, 1958, and stated in connection 
therewith that she was born at Honolulu on November 22, 1924, of 
parents who were born in the Philippines. 

The Department on February 2, 1959, received a report from the 
American Embassy at Manila advising that it was investigating Miss 
Villanueva’s case to determine whether she had expatriated herself 
inasmuch as she admitted having taken oaths of allegiance to the 
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Republic of the Philippines on several occasions; that she voted in the 
political election of the Philippines in 1949, and that she was employed 
as a staff nurse at the Quezon Institute, which institution is an agency 
of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines. 

In view of congressional interest the Department on April 2, 1959, 
requested the Embassy to expedite the processing of Miss Villanueva’s 
citizenship case. ‘To date no reply has been received and the Embassy 
is being requested to furnish the present status of the case. 

We will communicate with you when a further report has been 
received. 

Sincerely, 
Frances G. Kniaut, 
Director, Passport Office. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 20, 1959. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Creuuer: I refer to your letter of June 24, 1959, and my 
reply of June 30, 1959, relating to H.R. 7256, for the relief of Miss 
Remedious Villanueva. 

This Office has now received a further report from our Embassy in 
Manila, which has submitted an affidavit subscribed and sworn to by 
Miss Villanueva before an American vice consul on May 6, 1959. In 
this affidavit Miss Villanueva states that she voted voluntarily at 
Manila on November 8, 1949, in the Philippine presidential and 
congressional election. She also states that she voted freely without 
having been subjected to any compulsion, force, or duress. 

After reviewing Miss Villanueva’s affidavit this Office necessarily 
concluded that she had expatriated herself on November 8, 1949, under 
the provisions of section 401(e) of the Nationality Act of 1940, and a 
certificate of the loss of the nationality of the United States was 
approved in her case on July 13, 1959. The Embassy at Manila is 
being advised of this action. 

Under the facts as we know them in this Office, I regret that it is 
not possible to recommend enactment of H.R. 7256. However, if 
your committee should decide to act favorably on this bill, may I 
suggest that it be amended to reflect loss of nationality under section 
401(e) of the Nationality Act of 1940. Our files reflect that Miss 
Villanueva’s first name is spelled “Remedios.” 

Sincerely, 
Frances G. Kniaut, 
Director, Passport Office. 


Mr. Daniels, the author of H.R. 7256, appeared before a sub- 
committee of the Committee on the Judiciary and testified in support 
of his bill, as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, in an effort to assist Miss Remedios 
Villanueva to regain her American citizenship, I introduced 
the private relief bill under consideration today by this 
subcommittee. 
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Miss Villanueva was born in Honolulu, T.H., was taken 
at a later date to the Philippine Islands by her parents where 
she resided until adulthood and was educated. In 1953 
she entered the United States as an exchange visitor. She 
graduated from the University of Philippines Nursing School 
majoring in graduate nursing. She was employed as a staff 
nurse in the Quezon Institute of Quezon City and in 1953 
was employed also as a staff nurse at St. Francis Hospital 
in Honolulu. At the present time her father resides in 
Hawaii and her mother lives in the Philippine Islands. 

This young lady expatriated herself by voting in the 
Philippine presidential and congressional election on Novem- 
ber 8, 1949. 

By virtue of her birth in Hawaii, I trust this subcommittee 
will, upon due consideration, find it possible to approve this 
measure in behalf of Miss Villanueva affording her the same 
citizenship status, that of an American citizen, which she 
enjoyed prior to expatriating herself. 


Upon consideration of all the facts in this case, the committee is of 
the opinion that H.R. 7256, as amended, should be enacted and accord- 
ingly recommends that the bill do pass. 


O 





